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LETT I TOR 
The danger of this "Lettitor" page is that it can 
quickly descend into self-indulgent tripe if you're 
not careful. But I haven't been editor for very 
long, so I can still get away with it. The trick is 
to just frame your self-indulgent ramblings as an 
"introduction." 
I've read enough of the OP archives to know 
I am probably the first openly right-wing editor 
in the paper's history. There was a time when my 
kind wouldn't even be welcome in the office, but 
thankfully the student movement has shed most of 
their radicalism in recent years. At the very least 
they now tolerate dissenting voices within their 
midst. 
My writing career in this paper began in 2003, 
when I was summoned up to offer some "balance" 
for the endless stream of leftist ramblings that 
filled the pages of this publication in the lead up to 
the second Gulf War. And I obliged, beginning a 
column entitled "Right Hook" that would last for 
many years to come. 
At the time, I was super in favour of the war. 
I'm still more or less in favour today-I certainly 
don't want an immediate pullout or anything 
like that- but like all sane conservatives, my 
expectations for what this war can accomplish have 
receded quite a bit. Turning Iraq into a "model 
democracy" now seems a bit far-fetched; at best we 
can now hope the country is merely governable and 
reasonably unoppressive. 
The problem with the Iraq war, as I now see 
with the benefit of hindsight, is that the original 
motivation behind it was far too naive. Liberal, 
even. 
The multi-culturalist left has long argued 
that all cultures and peoples of the world are 
basically morally equal, declaring that countries 
only embrace dictatorship or terrorism when such 
forces are unjustly imposed on them by some 
unlawful, unwanted (and usually foreign) party. A 
just American foreign policy was thus said to be 
one that championed liberation, and sought to free 
oppressed people from their illegitimate tyrants and 
blackmailers, allowing them to return to the true, 
peaceful nature of their unmolested culture. This, 
and not coddling or appeasing dictators in the name 
of "stability," was the true path to world peace. 
That was the logic of the right-wing case for the 
Iraq war, and the left-wing case too, from the few 
liberals who big enough to support Bush in the 
name of a larger cause. Free the Iraqi people and 
the rest will follow. The realities of post-Saddam 
Iraq have obviously called into question this 
simple narrative, however. It now seems that the 
:Middle East has larger problems than just dictators 
and terrorists, the latter being symptoms, rather 
than causes of the region's troubles. Ancient hang-
ups about religion and tribalism that the so-called 
ultra-secular, educated Iraq people were supposed 
to so easily tratlscend have instead proven to be 
their lead priorities-certainly much more than 
solidifying a democratic state. Openly questioning 
Islam's compatibility with western-style freedoms, 
science, and progress has thus become a much 
more mainstream (and depressing) topic of 
conversation in the US and elsewhere, as the 
world loses patience with a "simple goal" conflict 
that has now dragged on longer than the Second 
World War. 
Amid all this it's interesting to observe how 
the worse Iraq goes, the farther the left turns 
from its support of a liberationist foreign Policy, 
and towards pessimistic realism. Conservatives 
like Bush now scold those who dare question 
the Iraqis' "capability" for democracy, while 
the left responds with ultra-pragmatic lines that 
invariability begin with "Saddam was a bad guy, 
but compared to this . . . " 
When Al Gore won the Nobel Peace Prize 
last week, a friend of mine wondered aloud at 
how different our political world would be had 
Gore actually won the presidency seven years 
ago. Instead of globally-beloved environmental 
crusader, Mr. Gore might be the much-hated leader 
of an ill-fated war in Iraq; a war I am quite certain 
he would have launched just as eagerly as Bush, 
despite his denials. Perhaps the raving Ron Paul 
would not be on the kook fringe of the Republican 
Party, but rather one of its most eloquent leaders, 
making a strong isolationist case for opposing 
"Gore's war" just as Democrats do today for 
Bush's. The GOP might find itself in the place of 
the British Tories, trying to peel off the support 
of leftist dissidents unnerved by "their party's" 
descent into imperialistic global meddling. 
And maybe I'd be writing smugly, like I used 
to, instead of defensively, like I am forced to 
today. I guess it wouldn't be all bad. 
J..J. McCullough, 
Editor in Chief of the Other Press 
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Student Union Looks for New Logo 
By JJ McCullough, Editor in Chief 
T he Douglas College Students' 
Union has its own office, staff, website, 
posters, and even official colours. But 
for the last few years the organization 
has lacked a logo, something the current 
board of directors is now aiming to 
correct. 
According to DSU college relations 
coordinator Matthew Steinbach, the 
board realized the problem shortly 
after being elected last spring. Groups 
affiliated with the DSU would ask 
to use the student union's logo on 
promotional posters and flyers, which 
according to Steinbach caught the board 
off guard "since we realized we didn't 
have one." 
The DSU board has since begun to 
solicit ideas for a new logo, with the 
offer open to any student willing to 
submit a proposal. The only criteria is 
that the logo incorporate the student 
union's colours of red and black, and 
feature a red brick road, an image which 
has been selected as the official icon of 
theDSU. 
"All the campuses have red brick 
architecture," said Steinbach, "so that's 
something that unites us." Symbolically, 
"we also like the idea of [the DSU] 
being a pathway between students and 
the college," he added. 
Few submissions have been received 
so far, but Steinbach admitted the search 
? 
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• 
i'm Iovin' it ? 
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• 
isn't being treated as a "huge priority" 
at this time. 
The Douglas' College Students 
Society has existed in some form since 
1976, though in the early 2000's the 
? • 
• 
D SU 
society was dissolved and reformed 
under a new constitutional structure 
that brought with it a slightly different 
name-the Douglas Students' Union. 
The old DCSS logo was retired at that 
point, and never formally replaced. On 
official documents the student union 
usually just prints the organizations' full 
name in a distinctive font. 
Simon Fraser Student Society 
Splits in Two 
By JJ McCullough, Editor in Chief 
The Simon Fraser Student Society 
officially voted to separate into two 
separate student unions last week, the 
end result of long-running, but amicable 
divorce proceedings between graduate 
students and undergrads. 
At the SFSS ' annual general meeting 
held on October 10, a crowd of around 
500 students voted overwhelmingly 
to allow the constitutional changes 
necessary for the split to occur. The 
Simon Fraser Student Society will 
now be an institution solely for 
undergraduate students, while the 
newly-formed Graduate Student 
Society of Simon Fraser University will 
exclusively represent grads. 
Tensions between grads and 
undergrads have been a source of 
considerable political tension at SFU 
in recent years. In 2005 the creation of 
a graduate health plan was approved, 
but in the months both preceding 
and following the decision there 
were ongoing grad concerns that 
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the undergraduate-dominated SFSS 
board of directors was not sufficiently 
loyal or dedicated to the plan. A mass 
impeachment of numerous members 
of the board launched in November of 
2006 was at least partially provoked 
by angry graduate students who felt 
their health plan was under attack. It 
was in the wake of this impeachment 
that the once-controversial separation 
plan gained full steam, an effort that 
was in turn bolstered by a new, post-
impeachment SFSS directors that 
largely supported the move. 
SFU has approximately 4,000 
graduate students, a category which 
includes students perusing both masters 
degrees and PhDs. Many grads also 
work as tutorial leaders, research 
assistants, and departmental aids. 
SFU Students vote to separate their society 
David Orchard Sets Eyes 
on New West Seat 
By JJ McCullough, Editor in Chief 
News Shorts 
By JJ McCullough, Editor in Chief 
Vancouver strike 
comes to a close 
The ongoing Vancouver civic strike that 
has shut down many key government 
services over the past three months 
was largely resolved last week, with 
City Hall officials inking deals with all 
but one local of the striking Canadian 
Union of Public Employees. After over 
80 days of inaction, a flurry of tentative 
agreements were approved by both 
city council and union reps, meaning 
regular garbage pickup has resumed, 
pools, community centres, and theaters 
have reopened, and city hall staff have 
returned to work. The agreements 
enshrine pay increases and clarify 
various other issues of contention 
between worker and employer that bad 
originally sparked the walkouts back in 
July. 
As of press time, only CUPE local 
391 , which represents workers at the 
Vancouver Public Library, have failed 
to make a deal with the city. The main 
sticking point remains the contentious 
issue of "pay equity." CUPE officials 
are demanding librarian salaries be 
raised to match those of city archivists 
and researchers, arguing that both 
groups perform largely similar work. 
A tentative deal proposed by strike 
mediator Brian Foley was rejected by 
members of the librarian local by 78% 
last week. 
Olympic prices 
revealed 
Tickets for the 2010 Vancouver winter 
Olympics will not go on sale until fall of 
2008, but those eager to purchase now 
know at least how much to save up. Last 
week the 2010 organizing committee 
released a chart of ticket prices for all 
major games and events, with prices 
that vary wildly depending on seating 
and sport. Second-class seating at an 
unpopular sport such as women's cross-
country skiing can cost as low as $25 
per person, while an A-level seat at the 
men's hockey championship game will 
cost $775 a pop. 
It is the official opening and closing 
ceremonies which represent the single 
D avid Orchard, a well-known 
Canadian anti-free trade activist and 
political gadfly, is said to be considering 
a run to become the next MP of the 
Burnaby-New Westminster federal 
riding. Despite several attempts in the 
past, Orchard has never won elected 
office anywhere in Canada. He does, 
however, enjoy the support of a 
dedicated political base, largely due to 
his high-profile crusades against free 
trade and US-Canadian integration. 
Orchard, a Saskatchewan farmer by 
trade, gained national fame in 1985 
for founding a protest group to oppose 
then-ongoing discussions about Canada 
entering into a free trade deal with the 
United States. In 1993 he authored The 
Fight for Canada: Four Centuries of 
Resistance to American Expansionism, 
a book harshly critical of the United 
States that defined Canada's "national 
duty" to oppose political, economic, or 
military ties with the United States. 
Despite having a solidly left-wing 
most expensive venues of all , however. 
The absolute worst seating still costs 
$175, with prices increasing steadily to 
over a grand for an A-level seat. 
Buyers will be able to submit 
applications to purchase tickets in 
October of 2008, with successful 
buyers then being determined through 
a random lottery, to ensure tickets 
are "distributed fairly," according to 
VANOC. Any remaining tickets will 
then be sold in traditional fashion in 
early 2009. 
Ontario voters 
reject electoral 
reform 
ABC-inspired proposal to change 
the way Ontario elects its provincial 
legislature went down to defeat in last 
week's Ontario election, with only 37% 
stance on most major issues, Orchard 
ran two controversial campaigns for the 
leadership of the former Progressive 
Conservative Party. In his latter bid, 
he famously dropped out of the race 
to endorse Peter MacKay, on the 
understanding MacKay would in tum 
oppose a merger with the Alliance Party. 
MacKay later turned his back on the 
deal and supported a merger anyway, 
with Orchard joining the Liberals in the 
aftermath. 
Speaking to Vancouver's 24 Hours 
last week, Orchard noted that the 
Liberal Party has encouraged him to run 
in the next federal election, most likely 
in British Columbia. Noting that the 
province had given him "a wonderful 
base of support" in the past, Orchard 
described BC a natural location for 
his next campaign. Though an exact 
riding has yet to be determined, the 
paper speculated that the reliably liberal 
Bumaby-New Westminster community, 
which frequently votes NDP, was a 
strong possibility. 
of voters casting a ballot in favor. The 
move would have changed Ontario's 
present system, the so-called "first-past-
the-post" method in which members of 
the provincial parliament are elected 
by a simply plurality of votes, to a new, 
more complex " mixed member" system 
in which additional MPPs are appointed 
from party lists in conjunction with 
their party's share of the popular vote. 
The system, which was devised by a 
drafted "citizen's assembly" of random 
Ontarians was inspired by a similar 
referendum process on electoral reform 
used in British Columbia in 2004. 
· Supporters of the Ontario proposal 
argued the new electoral system would 
provide a more accurate distribution 
of seats than the present system, 
where political parties can easily win a 
majority of seats in the legislature with 
only a narrow plurality of the popular 
vote. Opponents, including the editorial 
boards of both the Globe and Mail and 
National Post, denounced the plan for 
giving more power to political parties, 
and suggested a "mixed member" 
system could usher in permanent 
minority governments. 
Ontario now becomes the third 
province to reject electoral reform at 
the ballot box. Along with BC, Prince 
Edward Island rejected a similar 
proposal in a 2005 referendum. 
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We need a new 
graphics editor. 
If you've got a good 
knowledge of Photos hop }} . 
and a desire to learn, 
we want to hear from you. 
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Opinions 
Free Papers are 
Nothing But Trash 
By Adam Gaumont, The Gateway (University of Alberta) 
EDMONTON (CUP) - It used to be 
that in autumn the only thing you could 
find on the ground were red maple leafs. 
Now you can find the other parts of the 
tree, processed of course, in the form 
of Metros, Rush Hours and 24 Hours 
littering our buses and sidewalks. 
Now, far be it from me to harp on 
free news publications, as I am the 
editor of one myself and more than a 
few issues of the Gateway find their 
way to the recycling bin each week. 
But there's a difference between 
something that's costless and something 
daily try to hand out copies of their 
publication to passers-by and see how 
many people actually take one. Of that 
group, watch how many actually do 
more with it than glance at the cover 
once and chuck it to the ground. 
I'm no statistician, but when 
you have to pay people to hand out 
something people can get for free 
themselves-some of which are empty-
handed, knowledge-hungry students too 
busy and poor to pay for a subscription 
or read any real newspaper-and 
they still won't take your product, the 
that's valueless. 
As anyone who's 
read one of the 
commuter dailies 
can attest, these 
publications 
undoubtedly fall 
into the latter 
category. 
"In fact the only 
redeeming quality 
about free papers is 
that they're free, but 
commuter rag 
industry is doomed 
to fail. 
But they won't 
go down without a 
fight, at least not if 
the advertisers have 
anything to say 
about it, but it's a 
losing battle. Being In fact the only 
redeeming quality 
at what cost? ·" 
about them is that they're free, but at 
what cost? Newspapers and magazines 
get most of their revenue through 
advertising. The key distinction here 
is daily news publications happen to 
have some advertising content in them. 
Commuter rags are advertisements that 
happen to have some news content in 
them. 
How else do you explain that people 
will plug in a loonie or two to get a 
copy of the Edmonton Journal, Globe 
and Mail, or National Post on any given 
morning, but they'll do everything they 
can to dodge those Metro hawkers at 
the same time? Watch one of those 
distribution agents from a commuter 
free of charge 
hardly motivates people to pick up these 
things. Not when radio, television, and 
internet make up most of the free news 
content in our culture. This has been 
proven in a deliciously ironic fashion by 
dose.ca, the online remnant of the once 
equally ubiquitous Dose newspaper. 
So please, if you're ogling the latest 
car crash in 24 Hours or devouring 
some celebrity gossip in Rush Hour, 
please have the decency not to jettison 
it onto the floor of the bus afterwards. 
Otherwise before you know it, you 
won't be able to see the forest for the 
landfills. 
Crazy for Craigslist 
By Pamela Findling 
So you've heard people talking 
about "Craig's list," and while you've 
kind of figured out it's probably 
something pretty cool, you don't 
know much more than that. But now 
that everyone seems to know about 
Craigslist except for you, you're too 
embarrassed to admit your ignorance 
and, instead, you silently stare at the 
empty living room in your apartment 
wondering how to get a cheap couch to 
fill the void. 
Craigslist is an online virtual garage 
sale where you can buy, sell, trade, or 
find furniture, vehicles, jobs, dates, 
apartments, Cabbage Patch Kids, Hot 
Wheels, or pretty much anything your 
little heart desires ( ok, maybe not 
everything. I doubt Angelina Jolie is 
available on craigslist, except maybe 
in poster form. And I'm not implying 
you can buy dates on Craigslist. Well, 
maybe you can but that's another 
article). 
To get started, go to www. vancouver. 
craigslist.org. Select the category you're 
interested in and voila! A list of ads 
that fall into your category of interest 
will appear, sorted by date for easy 
reference. You can read the ads that 
interest you and follow the instructions 
contained in the ad to contact the people 
who posted them. 
However, if you find the huge list 
of categories daunting and you know 
exactly what you're looking for, you 
can just Google it instead. This is the 
approach I usually use when searching 
Craigslist. For example, Google 
"Vancouver writing jobs Craigslist" 
and several hits will be returned to you. 
Interestingly enough, "Hot Wheels 
Vancouver Craigslist" also returns 
several hits. "Angelina Jolie Vancouver 
Craigslist" does not. 
OK, so what about if you want to 
sell something? What do you need to do 
then? 
Again, start by going to www. 
vancouver.craigslist.org. Click on "post 
to classifieds" in the top, left-hand 
comer of the screen. From there, it's 
just a matter of following the prompts. 
You'll be asked what kind of posting it 
is, if you agree to abide by the required 
terms, and what information you want 
posted in your ad. Here's where you 
need to be careful. Generally, it is not a 
good idea to put your phone number or 
address in your posting. Instead, take 
advantage of the site's default option 
of having users reply to an anonymous 
email address that will get directed to 
their legitimate email address that you 
specify. This helps protect your privacy 
and ensures spammers don't end up 
deluging your mailbox with unwanted 
emails promising to improve the size of 
your anatomy. 
Here are a few safety tips to keep in 
mind when using Craigslist 
• Meet in a public place when 
you decide to exchange 
goods with a person. 
• Make sure someone is home 
with you if you must have 
someone come to your home 
to pick something up or drop 
something off. 
• Never post your phone 
number, full name, or 
addless. If someone emails 
you to respond to your post, 
thea you can choose to give 
it to bim or her privately if 
needed. 
• Only accept cash as 
payment. Refuse cheques or 
money orders as they are too 
• ~':r~ pnsdngs that 
dcm"t have CXllllpU.Y contact 
informalioa posted 
• Do not send your resume or 
work samples to someone 
unless you know and 
trust whom it is going 
to. A legitimate potential 
employer will be upfront 
about who they are; they 
don't want to waste their 
time reviewing resumes 
from people who don't 
know anything about their 
company. 
Happy bunting! 
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~!~.~y~!!S.!! Lurks Where we Least Expect 
There are days when you know 
there is violence waiting for you. 
You may not know when it will jump 
out, but you do know that with the start 
of the day began a deadly game of hide-
and-go-seek-and as the sun sets, you 
are running out of places to hide. 
The feeling strengthens as you leave 
the familiar surrounding of friends and 
set off on your own toward home. You 
walk through the seedy district of town, 
all the while expecting an encounter of 
the 'worst kind. A woman walks by, and 
she hungrily eyes your purse. You meet 
her gaze and brush by her, gripping the 
handle of your umbrella as if to use it as 
a weapon. 
The moment passes, but your feeling 
of uneasiness continues. You just 
know there will be negative contact 
with another human tonight. You filter 
through "the songs that emit from your 
headphones for any sound of danger. 
You pass by a bar and visit more 
friends . The feeling, an ominous version 
of fear's shady brother, subsides for a 
while in the comfort of acquaintance. 
It begins to build up again when it is 
almost time to leave. 
Quickly, you are on your way again 
and you board the Skytrain. A scruffy, 
pungeant man blocks your way to a 
seat and mumbles multiple obscenities 
at you. You glare at him and tell him to 
move. As if moving through the thick 
tension in the car, the man slowly sits 
down. 
But somehow you know there is still 
conflict awaiting you-something much 
worse than a swearing bum. 
From across the aisle, another man 
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glances at you every few minutes as the 
train sketches along its track above the 
tiring city. You wonder if he will be the 
one to hurt you tonight. Clutching your 
purse tighter, you watch out the window 
as the darkness blurs together until your 
station is announced. 
Upon exiting the train, a gang of 
youths approach you on the platform. 
Would it be easier to just hold your 
breath and await the violent fate that 
is stalking you tonight? The thought 
passes through you as the kids walk by. 
You push on through the night, 
preparing for the moment when you 
will be tested-isn't that what life 's all 
about? 
men walk on the other side of the street, 
stepping in parallel synchronization 
with you. They have not looked at you. 
Then, you turn down your avenue, and 
they are gone. 
So, you are five minutes from 
home-two blocks, to be exact. Were 
you wrong about the feeling, the 
impending doom that has followed 
you since you left your friends? Are 
you just paranoid? Your mind floods 
with wonder as you continue down the 
sidewalk. 
A group of girls is walking towards 
you. You see them, but you are still 
too lost in your own thoughts to care. 
But suddenly the feeling returns with 
uBut someho-w you know there is still 
conflict awaiting you-something 
much worse than a swearing bum.'' 
Continuing with transit, you 
board a bus that is destined to your 
neighborhood. A strung out couple 
gestures to your purse as you sit down. 
Drums pulse through your headphones 
and you focus on the beating intensity, 
absorbing it. 
Your arms are full; books and a 
discman in one arm, the coveted purse 
in the other. When the time comes, you 
will have to decide what is relinquished 
to the ground so you can defend 
yourself. 
The bus ride lasts almost twenty 
minutes; it ends when you see your 
stop and hop off. Two men step off 
behind you, and you feel that the time is 
nearing .... Crossing at the crosswalk, the 
a vengeance and you struggle to wade 
through all the thoughts in your mind. 
Just as you think you are reaching the 
surface of your cesspool of strange 
brainwaves, there are a pair of eyes 
intent on you. 
Your eyes meet the angry pair and 
hers widen. Finally there is the impact 
on your face: Face has met fist. 
The books and discman go flying, 
and a guitar solo is ripped from your 
ears. One arm is now free . Throwing the 
widened eyes to the ground, your boot 
meets face-again and again. 
Now you hear the screams, the 
apologies, but it is too late. You tell the 
girls that it is unacceptable to go around 
punching random pedestrians in the 
face, even if you are drunk. 
Another of the girls step towards 
you. Your fist meets tear-streamed face. 
Then your mind jumps back to your 
property, now that you know that your 
life is not in danger. You vaguely notice 
as the girls help up their friend who has 
made neither a move nor sound since 
your boot crushed her skull. You collect 
your strewn about items. 
Some of the girls begin to run away. 
You are too intent on finding your 
headphones to chase them. They are 
out of sight now, but you can hear faint 
voices from their direction. Empty 
threats from empty heads echo down 
the street. The headphones are gone, 
and they are sorely missed because you 
need them now to drown out the sound · 
of their screams. 
And the feeling is also gone. Fate 
met you as your face met a fist. You 
were somehow warned of these events, 
and you are thankful for it. Everything 
happens for a reason, and perhaps 
tonight you aided someone in a horrible 
way. You taught a valuable lesson that 
will awake with someone the next day 
as the blood from her nose drains down 
her throat, and dries on her swollen lips. 
For a few weeks, with every glance in 
the mirror, she will think of you and 
her lesson as her bruises balloon with 
mauve, and then settle to green and 
yellow. And as they subside, you hope 
that the bruises will be replaced with 
knowledge. 
You arrive home and prepare for 
sleep; but rest will be difficult, and you 
simultaneously thank and curse the 
adrenaline that still races through your 
exhausted body. 
Naomi Klein Exposes the Dangerous 
Side of Free Market Radicals 
By Kate Lancaster 
N aorni Klein, author of No 
Logo: Taking Aim at Brand Bullies, 
recently released her latest book, 
Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster 
Capitalism. And she says she's 
viciously enjoying the fact that she's 
currently beating both Brian Mulroney 
and Alan Greenspan on the North 
American best seller lists. No doubt 
she's enjoying the controversy and 
debate the book is stirring up as well. 
Klein spoke in Vancouver on 
October 4 as a guest of the Vancouver 
International Writer's Festival. She 
is using the capital of a best seller to 
affect change away from corporate 
greed and the radical free market ideas 
of economists like Milton Friedman, 
and toward a workable economic 
model based on grass-roots collective 
endeavors and the strength of the public 
sphere. 
An award-winning investigative 
journalist, Klein is also recognized as 
one of the leading intellectuals of our 
time. In 2000, No Logo, her expose on 
corporate branding, became a bible for 
the anti-globalization movement, as 
well as a respected business handbook 
for the new millennium. 
This time, she's put her considerable 
intelligence toward exposing the 
opportunistic, and often-violent nature 
of radical free market fundamentalism 
when it is applied to disaster zones such 
as post-tsunami Sri Lanka, post-Katrina 
New Orleans, and present day Iraq. 
So what does Klein mean by the 
term "shock doctrine?" She says, "It is 
a philosophy of power that holds that 
the best way, the best time, to push 
through radical free-market ideas is in 
the aftermath of a major shock." The 
shock can take many forms: natural 
disasters, terrorist attacks, war-
anything that causes extreme shock 
within a population. These crises open a 
window of opportunity because people 
in shock are vulnerable and more easily 
manipulated. As a result, it's easier for 
elites to push through radical changes, 
or what economists call "economic 
shock therapy." 
Klein is not suggesting that market 
fundamentalists conspire to create these 
opportunities-she forcefully denies 
that she's a conspiracy theorist-but 
that they take advantage of disasters to 
promote their economic agenda. Their 
interests are served by deliberately 
planned and executed privatization 
policies that are easier to push through 
during times of crisis than during the 
status quo. 
Shock Doctrine traces and compares 
two kinds of shocks: economic shock, 
which arose from the Chicago school 
of Economics headed by Friedman, 
and psycho/corporeal shock, or shocks 
to the body. These shocks are the kind 
used in the "creative interrogation 
techniques" of psychiatrist Ewen 
Cameron at McGill University in the 
1950s. 
Funded by the CIA and backed by 
the Canadian government, Cameron 
used patients at McGill's Allan 
utterly shattered. But they provided the 
CIA with the information needed to 
create a manual for torture, which Klein 
discovered while researching the book. 
This manual is filled with techniques 
now being practiced in terrorist 
detention centres such as Guantanamo 
Bay and Abu Ghraib. 
Klein compares Cameron's deeds to 
uKlein is not suggesting that market 
fundamentalists conspire to create these 
opportunities, but that they take advantage of 
disasters to promote their economic agenda." 
Memorial Hospital as guinea pigs to 
prove his controversial and unorthodox 
theories on mental illness. He believed 
the mentally ill needed to be completely 
broken down and rebuilt back to health. 
To accomplish this, he administered 
severe and frequent electro-shock 
treatments and massive amounts of 
psychotropic and psychedelic drug 
cocktails to his patients. He deprived 
them of sleep for days or alternately 
induced sleep, leaving them near 
comatose for as long as a month. Once a 
"complete depatterning" was achieved, 
Cameron used taped messages to 
re-pattern his patient's memory and 
personality. As Klein says, it was 
"shock and awe" therapy. 
Of course, Cameron's experiments 
were abject failures in terms of mental 
health-his patient's lives were often 
disaster capitalism, where countries in 
shock are repatterned using economic 
shock therapy. For instance, in Sri 
Lanka after the tsunami, poor fishermen 
whose families had lived on the ocean 
for generations were moved inland "for 
their own safety." While they were still 
in a state of shock, foreign investors 
scooped up their property and auctioned 
it off to the tourist industry. They 
repatterned the seaside for the sake of 
profit. 
In New Orleans, the public school 
system has been systematically erased 
and replaced by "Charter" schools: 
privately run, for-profit organizations. 
Big Education may prosper, but how 
many of the refugees of Katrina will be 
able to afford to send their children to 
these schools? The entire school system 
has been repatterned for the sake of 
profit. 
As for Iraq, Klein calls the war "the 
most egregious and disgraceful example 
of economic shock therapy." Since 
the war started in 2002, the number of 
private contractors working in Iraq has 
risen from three to a startling 180,000. 
At the beginning of the war, even 
Paul Bremer, the Presidential Envoy 
to Iraq who privatized just about 
everything in the country, refused to 
touch the oil industry because he feared 
a public backlash. However, once Iraq 
disintegrated into so-called civil war, 
the Bush-sponsored Iraqi government 
instituted a law that allows private oil 
companies to export 80 percent of their 
output. 
Klein argues that disaster capitalism 
is not a theory, it is a reality; and she 
uses the above examples and more to 
support her statement. Interestingly, few 
are stepping up to debate her this time, 
as opposed to the strong opposition she 
felt to No Logo. 
It may be because Klein and her 
highly skilled research team have done 
more than their share of homework. 
Or it may be because Klein is really a 
centrist with detractors on both the right 
and the left. She's too socialist for the 
right wing and too moderate for the left. 
Indeed, she openly admits that 
markets are not necessarily bad. It is 
the insinuation of the market into every 
aspect of life that she opposes, and 
the exploitation of the disenfranchised 
or the shocked by radical free market 
capitalists. As Klein said in her address 
to striking Vancouver library workers 
on October 5, "There are areas where 
we know the market should not apply: 
health care, education and libraries. 
These things are too important, too 
fundamental to our democracy to 
allow the profit motive to govern those 
transactions." 
Surprisingly, Klein is not all doom 
and gloom. She is extremely positive 
and hopeful for the future. It is her 
belief that the proponents of right-wing 
market economics are themselves in 
a time of crisis. She says, "The IMF 
is going broke, the WTO has been 
derailed, and there is a crisis of faith in 
trickle down economics." 
Mostly, Klein encourages us to 
communicate and to remember history 
because, as she says, "We need our 
stories because they make us strong and 
build resistance." Shock Doctrine: The 
Rise of Disaster Capitalism is one hell 
of an act of resistance. It says, "Brian 
Mulroney and Alan Greenspan, your 
time has come," and the battle won't 
just be fought on the bookshelves at 
Chapters. 
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Human Egotism is the True 
Perpetrator of Animal Abuse 
By Siavash Emamzadeh 
C an you imagine lacking the 
competence to speak and being 
regarded as inferior? What's your 
motive to be awake? Do you have an 
option? Imagine a lifetime of affliction 
and solitude- imagine a torrent of 
tears and indiscernible whines for your 
miserable life. But you can't mope; 
you can 't grieve in your comer, for 
the abuse you endure consumes all of 
your time. "When," you cry, "will this 
torment cease ! Who will be my savior?" 
Imagine this and you will experience 
merely a diminutive fraction of the 
agony and distress that so many abused 
and neglected animals experience. 
As you're reading this, somewhere 
in the world, a polar bear is drowning 
on an ice cap, struggling to stay alive. 
Somewhere in the world, a parrot 
battles to simply move her head, 
clawing at the bars that confine her 
from any movement. Somewhere in the 
world, animals are being butchered for 
fur, pricked for game, and devoured 
to make a hungry gut content. We find 
it justifiable to perpetuate these trends 
by climbing up on our mammoth 
eight-cylinder SUV's and feeding 
the environment a mouthful- and 
more-of poison. We find it admissible 
to murder animals so that we look 
commendable and complement 
the fashion industry-God forbid 
fashion take a back seat to nobility. 
Consequently, I found it troubling 
that the designation, "humane" bares 
a striking resemblance to "human." 
How a term conveying courtesy and 
purity of the heart can rhyme with 
a title symbolizing shamelessness, 
callousness, and immorality, is 
discomforting and unwarranted. Perhaps 
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the word "human" should be amended 
to compare to the word, "savage" -
which would be much more suitable. 
Ironically, we have been disturbingly 
more creative in finding ways to 
slaughter animals than we have been in 
humans also occurs and individuals 
subject to objectification often have 
a patronage group available to them. 
In many instances, women become 
victims of objectification, in which case 
they are only seen as sexual utilities 
'True awareness of animals is not to 
witness depression or affliction behind a 
barred cage~ but rather to behold animals 
in the beauty of their natural habitats.~~ 
our approaches to aid them. 
When it comes to animal abuse, it 
is clear that the phenomena is a case 
of humans fulfilling our own desires. 
In the circumstance of entertainment 
venues, such as circuses, we pay to see 
them perform for us and in the case 
of public abuse, we torment them to 
satisfy our own sadistic tendencies-the 
same concept can be applied to all of 
the other kinds of animal cruelty. It is 
manifest that "me" in these situations is 
top priority-or to assert the equivalent 
in a more precise and warranted way: 
we are horribly selfish. This selfishness 
in tum exposes the other component of 
the common theme in animal cruelty: 
our unanimous indifference to animals' 
sentiments, rights, or will. Animals 
are only seen in one light, which is to 
parallel our own agendas. Nothing else 
is given even the slightest consideration. 
In other words, this component can 
also be referred to as objectification; 
animals are only seen as objects of our 
contentment, utterly negated as living 
beings. Factually, objectification of 
and as the inferior of the two sexes. 
In society among individuals, it can 
be generally maintained, with firm 
conviction, that human objectification 
is seen as immoral conduct. In light of 
this, is it not hypocrisy to disregard, 
in essence, the identical act directed 
at animals? In reality, the segregation 
that exists between the sexes owing to 
objectification is generally non-existent 
because the belief is disingenuous. If 
there is no empathy for animals being 
treated as objects, then any assertion 
that one is allegedly opposed to human 
objectification is insincere. 
Falsification, a product of 
defensiveness and denial, is utilized as 
a shield when abusers are confronted 
about their treatment of animals. Zoo 
and aquarium representatives try to 
favor by deceiving the public into 
financially and emotionally supporting 
their imprisonments. Often, when 
subject to criticism, they defend the 
domestication of animals by asserting 
that the exhibition of animals promotes 
awareness of the environment. 
Essentially, they are stating that animal 
domestication is justified because it 
informs the public of and benefits 
animals. Their claim is blatantly false. 
What exhibitions at aquariums and 
zoos tell to the public is that confining 
animals for your pleasure is merited, 
as is disrespect, and that animals are 
our possessions. True awareness of 
animals is not to witness depression 
or affliction behind a barred cage, but 
rather to behold animals in the beauty 
of their natural habitats. Through true 
awareness, we will heartily embrace 
the fact that humans and animals 
live two diverse lives, but our lives 
converge with theirs and that is 
where they need our help. We would 
best understand a polar bear if we 
would encounter them, at a harmless 
proximity, in their God-given habitat, 
and through that experience we will be 
compelled to unify with others and stop 
global warming. It is not conceivable 
to experience this information by 
imprisoning animals in the confines of 
our civilization. The only circumstance 
under which animal captivity is justified 
is if a qualified household keeps a 
pet, or if an animal requires medical 
treatment. Therefore, the alleged 
awareness that captivity patrons refer 
to is nothing but a scheme to muster 
revenue. 
In light of all this, we must 
acknowledge that the cruelty that 
animals endure is a product of our 
egotism, and any existing or prospective 
justification theories are illegitimate. 
Simply claiming that animal captivity 
promotes awareness or is legitimate 
because it is occurring worldwide is 
false. The fundamental verity holds that 
our behavior is in very clear violation 
Continued on Page 19 
Some Words on the Strike 
By Luke Simcoe, A&E Editor 
Contrary to how we present 
ourselves some times, we student 
journalists do in fact like to consider 
ourselves journalists. For the most part, 
we believe in values like free speech 
and the freedom of the press, and we try 
to hold ourselves to the standards of fair 
and balanced reporting. 
It is with these ideas in mind that I'd 
like to take some time to criticize our 
local media for their coverage of our 
ongoing civic strike. I'm also a civic 
worker- I've been an employee of the 
Burnaby Public Library for over eight 
years -and I've been paying close 
attention to how Vancouver's labour 
unions have been portrayed during the 
dispute. 
On the day the strike was announced, 
the Province ran a full-page human 
interest story about a couple whose 
wedding reception would have to be 
relocated because they had booked 
it at a public facility staffed by civic 
workers. Not surprisingly, the soon-
to-be newlyweds did not have many 
kind words for the labour unions or 
the workers they represent. This story 
instantly framed the city's workers in a 
bad light - their decision to strike was 
going to ruin this couple's special day 
- and not once did the reporter question 
whether the needs of two people should 
supercede the needs of thousands of 
workers. In fact, very little coverage 
was given to the actual details of the 
labour dispute, with the paper choosing 
instead to focus on how the strike would 
negatively affect residents. Fair and 
balanced? I think not. 
When the media does devote 
some time to the reasons behind the 
strike, their anti-labour bias is just as 
apparent. Think about how often you 
hear about what the union has managed 
to achieve, such as the 17 percent pay 
raise over five years, as opposed to what 
management has refused to provide or 
tried to revoke. The local media focuses 
all too often on wages, when in fact 
pay rates are often the smaller and less 
disputed issues on the table. This has 
the effect of portraying labour unions 
as 'greedy,' a phrase I'm sure you've 
seen repeated in numerous editorials in 
our two Can West-owned local papers. 
And once again, while the papers are and Archival Science is required for 
happy to point out that the unions have both positions. 
asked for, and gotten, wage increases, The reasons for this are varied 
they seldom report on the 30 percent and disputed, but it is believed to be 
pay hike Sam Sullivan and company linked to the fact that library work is 
recently gave themselves (the fact that a female-dominated profession. While 
these individuals can actually vote to this is definitely changing, some 80 
give themselves a raise still baffles percent of all library workers are 
me), or on how much money the city of female. So in essence, civic workers 
Vancouver is saving by not paying their and the unions that represent them are 
workforce. striking in support of equal wages for 
One of the largest bargaining women. How often have you heard 
issues in Vancouver concerns the that statement in the local press? The 
city's growing desire to contract out librarians ofVPL write almost daily 
services to private companies. When editorials to this effect, and yet none 
management is practically salivating of them are ever printed in our major 
over the possibility of laying you off, dailies. Fair and balanced? I think not. 
it's little wonder "As a civic worker. I "ll Let's huddle 
that labour unions " up and get a little 
are refusing to back be the first to admit that personal here, 
down over issues OK? As a civic 
of job security. I get paid pretty damn worker, rll be the 
Without proper ll b J"ll b d d first to admit that 
. . I We . Ut e amne 1 get pat"d pretty protecbons m p ace " 
to prevent the city ifyou try and tell me damn well, but 
I'll be'damned from replacing 
unionized workers that it"s a bad thing, if you try and 
"th th · · · tell me that it's 
WI elf nurumum Or a waste oif taxnayer 
wage, private sector r a bad thing, or a 
waste of taxpayer 
money. Like I 
counterparts, the 
aforementioned money."" 
wage increases 
don't mean a thing. Heck, the city could 
offer to pay their workers 1000 dollars a 
minute if all they planned to do was lay 
them off anyway. 
There's another major issue at 
play here, and it's one that you won't 
hear too much about, but it's the 
reason why the library workers voted 
resoundingly against accepting the 
mediator 's recommendations. It 's pay 
equity for library workers, and it's an 
issue that hits close to home for me. 
You see, library workers are amongst 
the lowest paid members of the civic 
workforce, and this is something that 
Vancouver's labour unions want to see 
changed. It varies from municipality to 
municipality, but library staff often earn 
between 10 and 30 percent less than 
other city workers who perform similar 
tasks. For example, the starting wage 
for a public librarian is consistently 
less than the starting wage for a city 
archivist, despite the fact that they 
both possess the exact same level of 
education- a Masters degree in Library 
said, I've worked 
at my job for over eight years, and I 
plan on working there for at least a few 
more. Civic jobs have a much lower 
turnover rate, and a much higher job 
satisfaction rate than comparable jobs 
in the private sector. So, the city saves 
money by investing in their employees 
and not frivolously spending taxpayer 
money on retraining a steady stream of 
new ones. And in turn, the public gets to 
come to the library (or swimming pool, 
or recreation center, etc.) and interact 
.with employees who enjoy, value 
and appreciate their jobs. Most of my 
coworkers look forward to coming to 
work, and we strive to provide the best 
customer service possible as a result. 
That's a Jot more than the kids working 
behind the counter at McDonalds for $6 
an hour can say. 
And speaking of McDonalds, or 
almost any minimum wage, entry-
level job, think of the kind of service 
(or rather Jack thereof) that you get 
from the employees there. I'm sorry to 
say that we don't live in a world ful l 
of polite and friendly gas jockeys, or 
overly competent fast-food cashiers. 
If someone tells you that you're 
worth a mere eight dollars an hour, 
it's not exactly a motivator to strive 
for personal excellence. Ask yourself 
if you'd really like the people who 
answer your 9-1-1 calls, help teach your 
children to read, guard your children 
at the swimming pool, and clean up 
the parks where your children play to 
come to work with the same level of 
dedication and commitment as a fry 
cook atA&W? Once again, these are 
seldom questions you'll find asked in 
the pages, editorial or otherwise, of the 
Sun or the Province. 
Not surprisingly then, I'm 
consistently confronted by people who 
bemoan their status as wage slaves 
while simultaneously decrying unions. 
I will never understand why people 
choose to bring others down instead of 
trying to bring themselves up. As far 
as I'm concerned, an anti-union stance 
is basically akin to saying "I'd like 
to work more hours for less money." 
Unions are responsible for things like 
minimum wage, and the very idea of 
'the weekend,' and yet the media, and 
a significant portion of the citizenry, 
seem to work very hard at undermining 
the principles that organized labour 
represents. 
My only goal here is to shed some 
light on one of the Lower Mainland 's 
defining news stories of 2007, and 
hopefully provide you with an insight 
that goes a little beyond what the mass 
media has to say about it. I'd like to end 
this piece by reiterating what I said at 
the beginning: We student journalists 
are often wide-eyed and idealistic lot 
when it comes to the nature of our 
creed, and cOnsequently we spend a lot 
of time rambling on about the ideals of 
objective reporting and its connection 
to democracy. Idealistic or not, it 's a 
shame that those ideals seem to go by 
the wayside when the word 'student' is 
replaced by the word ' professional.' 
So as the civic strike in Vancouver 
continues, and it's going to continue for 
a long time, be sure to take the media's 
coverage of it with a grain of salt, and 
pay some attention to what's not being 
said instead of just what is. 
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Reading can be Arousing 
Dear Dr. Sex, 
I need to share something with you that I can't 
seem to tell anyone; I need you to assure me that 
I am not crazy! You see, I have been a writer for 
many years because I am very passionate about 
script-but not in a conventional way. No, my 
passion for writing causes my thighs to bum and 
my lips to soften, my tongue to twitch and my 
breath to quicken-1 write because I get off on 
others reading my writing. Like a gynaecological 
visit or an examination of my excrement, the 
idea that people are pouring over pieces that I 
have created is the biggest tum-on imaginable 
foa- myself. It's the love of power and praise, and 
even the masochism of aiticism-writing is my 
peais envy gooe awry. My pen bas the power 
to peaetrate the miDds of others, and my words 
haft the ability to fedilize-idoas. though, not 
wombs, as 1 am a 1t10miiiL So, altltouahl may 
aot be COIDp08iDc ~of a souallllltln. 
ldMisllia ...,literary 
IR wif:b my IICDiildiDN,l will 
···~ . ..., .. ~ 
..., ..,... ... my 
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~
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here; it is your compulsion to watch others while 
pleasuring yourself that is. That kind of behaviour 
can escalate to more aggressive actions by you or 
others. 
Dr. Sex: AndES, it doesn't matter the size of 
your indexicals-if someone catches you behind 
the shelf getting the bookends wet, they may be 
inclined to kick your ass. Because, despite your 
thinking, the fist is mightier than the pen when it 
comes to hand-to-hand combat. 
Dr. Fairehild: Dr. Sex is right. Whether your 
intent is benign or not, the fact that you are spying 
on people while masturbating will only be met 
with displeasure from others-even if you are a 
woman. 
lk Sex: Forget about the dictionary for a while 
and go get yourself some aauaJ. dick-no one 
needs paper cuts on their genitalia, anyways. 
klidaddld: Your ndeacies also point to signs 
of displaeed D8ldssi.sm. 
• S.: I sure hope. you don't write cbildmt.'s 
aovels. 
k hilddld: I would really suggest tallf:iDs to 
your doctor about this behaviour, as embanusing 
as it may seem. Doctors are a confidential 
re.fenmco soun:e, and should be utilized at dmes 
like this. 
k Sa: 'l1laDb foa- your letter, ES. Until then. 
bep your dribble off your scribble, and we'll 
llear from our readers again next week! 
The Vancouver International Writers and Readers 
Festival runs from October 16-21 at various venues 
on Granville Island. Last week's speakers list 
included anti-capitalist activist and author Naomi 
Klein (see page 9). Here are some highlights of the 
coming weeks: 
Gawk 
8pm October 18 at Performance works 
$15 +$.50 Facility Surcharge 
Join Billeh Nickerson, past editor of Event, eight 
irreverent writers and the festival's infamous go-go 
dancers for an evening guaranteed to rock the gawker 
within. Print Futures grad Jenn Farrell participates 
with Catherine Kidd, Jen Sookfong Lee, Brendan 
McLeod, Maureen Medved, Steven Price, Nick 
Thran and Andrew Wedderburn. 
The Literary Cabaret 
8pm October 19 at Performance Works 
$20 + $1 Facility Surcharge 
The fabulous multi-faceted Sal Ferreras and the 
Festival house band Poetic License bring their talents 
to the festival once again to provide a rich sound 
bed for festival writers to lay their words in. This 
popular event of alchemy mixes literature with music 
and creates pure gold. Sure to transport audiences to 
new levels of enjoyment, the evening is astounding, 
extraordinary and always fun. 
Cash bar 
The Poetry Bash 
8pm October 20 at Performance Works 
$20 + $1 Facility Surcharge 
Ryan Knighton introduces a panoply of poets, 
including Marilyn Bowering, Dennis Lee and Tom 
Wayman, in an evening of readings that will delight 
your ears and demonstrate once again why poetry 
matters. 
Emerge 
4-5:30pm October 21 at The Waterfront Theatre 
$5 +$.50 Facility Surcharge 
The launch of emerge, the annual anthology from 
Simon Fraser University Writer's Studio, will 
provide a tantalizing taste from the work of 20 new 
writers, who span four generations and write in the 
genres of non-fiction, poetry, fiction and lyric prose. 
For more information on the festival and to download 
the program, visit http://www.writersfest.bc.ca/ 
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There's Gold at the End of the Rainbow for 
Radio head 
In Rainbows - Review 
By Mark Fisher 
Since the landmark release of 
OK Computer, Radiohead has been 
out to change the face of music, 
and on Wednesday, October 11 , 
they did just that. Thorn Yorke and 
company released their seventh full-
length studio album, In Rainbows, 
exclusively on their website, and 
told their fans that they could pay 
whatever amount they wanted for it-
even nothing at all. This generated a 
huge buzz, and quickly became one 
of the music industry's most talked 
about stories of 2007. 
Not bad for a band with no record 
label. After Radiohead's contract 
with EMI expired in 2004 with the 
release of Hail To The Thief, there 
was much speculation from the music 
industry about where they would 
end up, and they became known as 
"the biggest free agents in music." 
Radiohead went into semi-hiatus 
for several years; they did some 
touring, lead singer Thorn Yorke 
released The Eraser, an excellent solo 
album (which I'd highly recommend 
listening to), and all the while music 
industry insiders speculated about 
who Radiohead's new deal was going 
to be with. I don't think very many 
people seriously believed Radiohead 
would try to go it alone, even though 
Yorke and guitarist Johnny Greenwood 
had said that they were done with 
labels and that their next project would 
be online. I dismissed the possibility 
myself, and vividly remember telling 
a co-worker who was an uber-fan of 
theirs that "Radiohead is talking bullshit 
again, of course they need a label to put 
out a new album," before throwing in 
that "you should stop believing every 
ridiculous thing that Thorn Yorke says." 
That co-worker is probably rolling his 
eyes at me now, and rightfully so. 
Speaking of uber-fans, there is also 
an option on Radiohead's website to 
buy a "deluxe" version of the album 
at a set price of 42 pounds, or about 
$82. For people willing to shell out 
that much, they get a bonus CD with 
additional songs, a vinyl version of 
the album, a hardcover book, what I 
presume is a really cool looking box, 
and the ability to call themselves 
hardcore fans. $82 is a definite 
overcharge for something like this, so 
in effect the fans that buy the deluxe 
edition cover the expenses of those 
who just took the album for free. This 
is brilliant marketing by Radiohead, 
14 
'The songs take Radiohead in new 
directions sonically, and if you liked how 
experimental their last three albums 
were, it's a pretty safe bet you'll like this 
one a lot too." 
who are quite familiar with the rabid 
nature of their fanbase. This way, no 
one can say that the fans "need" to pay 
this amount, so they can essentially 
set whatever price they want without 
being criticized. My former co-worker 
probably bought one without a second 
thought. Some fans are conditioned in 
such a way that they just buy anything 
and everything a band puts out. Why 
not use that to your advantage? 
It turns out that I've been 
conditioned too to some degree. When 
I signed up to download the album and 
I was at the payment screen, with the 
now infamous words "It's up to you" 
hovering above the blank box where I 
was to enter a price, I hesitated. It just 
didn't feel right to take the album for 
free. I've always paid for Radiohead 
in the past, so how could I just take a 
whole album for free now? Besides, 
I'd already had to enter in my credit 
card information, so I paid $10, without 
really thinking about what I was doing. 
I imagine that a lot of people did the 
same, overflowing Radiohead's bank 
account with their free offerings of cash. 
With no record label to take a huge 
chunk of their proceeds, no music store 
to charge for selling the album. and no 
marketing campaign to pay for (all they 
did was announce it was free on their 
website), Radiohead pockets nearly 100 
percent of the profit from each sale. 
Every time I bought a Radiohead album 
in the past, out of the $15 or so dollars 
I paid, Radiohead got about $1.25. By 
paying $10, I've essentially given the 
band more money for this album than 
I have for all of their other albums 
combined. My rough estimate-and 
this is just from various numbers that 
I've read or heard, as the band hasn't 
announced any definite figures - is 
that Radiohead has already made 
about 10 million dollars in three days. 
So why would any band want 
to be on a label when they can do 
this Radiohead's way? Already, 
Trent Reznor of Nine Inch Nails has 
announced that his contract with 
Interscope is over, and you can bet 
he's going to follow in Radiohead 's 
footsteps . Oasis may be next, and 
even Jamiroquai (where have they 
been hiding?) has piped up and 
expressed a similar interest. Every 
one of these bands stands to make 
a mint even if they generate only a 
fraction ofRadiohead's hype. Things 
are definitely changing in the music 
industry, and I'm sure that more than 
a few record labels have just heard the 
owl call their name. 
I suppose I should finish by 
actually saying a few words about the 
album itself. Firstly, the sound quality 
takes a hit as a result the MP3 format. 
The songs are being distributed at 
160 kps (slightly below the preferred 
rate of 192 kps, but still above the 
more common rate of 128 kps), and 
if you have sensitive ears like I do, 
this may get on your nerves, but most 
people won't notice unless they have 
rather state of the art stereo equipment 
(in which case they can probably 
afford the boxed set anyway). That's 
the only real complaint I have about 
the album. The songs take Radiohead 
in new directions sonically, and if you 
liked how experimental their last three 
albums were, it's a pretty safe bet you'll 
like this one a lot too. What sets this 
album apart from any previous album 
is the tone. This is Radiohead's first 
"happy" album. Many of the songs 
are uplifting, some are even hopeful, 
and a few are downright joyous. The 
dark vision and gloomy outlook on the 
future that punctuated O.K. Computer 
is almost nowhere to be found. At first I 
thought In Rainbows was an odd name 
for a Radiohead album, but after a few 
listens it makes complete sense. 
Maybe not having a record label 
holding them down cheered the band 
up, or maybe they were celebrating in 
advance, knowing that they were about 
to change the way that music is both 
created and distributed. 
"Caroline" by Concrete Blonde 
Song of the Week 
By Patrick McKenzie 
We're getting close to 
Halloween, so I suppose it's time to 
break out the creepy songs. Concrete 
Blonde is a band I often think of when 
the days get shorter and the night gets a 
longer shelf life. The band formed in the 
early 1980s, broke up in 1995, reunited 
in 2001 , and then officially disbanded 
again in 2006. Despite all this, the 
three-piece band led by dark-haired, 
and darker-voiced, Johnette Napolitano 
has decided to reunite for a single 
soundscape where guitar, bass and 
drums never seem to touch the ground. 
Loomed over by Napolitano's grave 
(no pun intended) vocals, the rest of the 
music seems to gather around her voice 
like a funeral procession -that is, of 
course, if we can presume she's singing 
from a coffin that's already six feet 
under. In apparent opposition, James 
Mankey's dexterous, metal-head guitar 
work digs "Caroline" out of the cold 
heaviness of Napolitano's resting place, 
and gives the song an almost lilting, 
dream-like quality. Halloween show in 
the fabled city of 
night itself, New 
Orleans. If this is a 
precursor to a full 
reunion, fans of the 
former Los Angeles 
post-punk band 
will have to wait 
UEven though ucaroline"" The lyrics on 
the other hand, 
sounds like it"s coming from are filled with 
a deeply personal experience, specific ~d 
• • everyday Imagery. 
there zs somethzng broadly Napolitano, in a 
familiar about it.,, simultaneously 
and see. Even if such an event doesn't 
take place, appreciators of Concrete 
Blonde's music still have the songs the 
band recorded to keep them company 
on those dark and lonely nights. 
Speaking of dark and lonely, 
"Caroline," taken from 1990's 
Bloodletting, is a slow and atmospheric 
strong and 
vulnerable voice sings "well I hear 
you're driving someone else's car now/ 
she said you came and took your stuff 
away/ all the poetry and the trunk you 
left your life in/ I knew it would come 
to this some day." Certainly the words 
in isolation convey a kind of dreariness, 
but the convergence between the 
ethereal quality of the music and the 
poignancy of the words creates a song 
that is more haunting than ambient. 
Even though "Caroline" sounds like 
it's coming from a deeply personal 
experience, there is something broadly 
familiar about it. With the words, 
"like a memory in motion/ you were 
only passing through/ but that's all 
Film Fest Full of 
International Delights 
you've ever ~own of life/ that's all 
you'll ever do," it seems that many 
listeners can identify with the sentiment 
being conveyed-specifically, the 
disappointment or heartache incurred in 
placing faith in a shallow friend or lover 
and the inevitable unanswered questions 
left in their absence. 
Now that's haunting. 
Vancouver International Film Festival, September 27 to October 12 
By Duncan DeLorenzi 
This World of Ours, (Japan, 2007) 
This powerfully expressed and moving 
drama from first time filmmaker 
Nakajima Ryo is about a group of 
high school and university kids in 
Tokyo struggling with their place in 
society. Beginning with the upsetting 
reality of bullying, the film quickly 
evolves to depict very disturbing but 
real events like attempted suicide 
and sexual assault. The struggles of 
everyday youth, reacting in various 
ways to the violent incidents that 
they become involved with makes 
for some very intense drama. The 
globally recognizable values of 
education and gainful employment in 
our contemporary world are rejected 
by these unsettlingly nihilistic youth as 
they desperately try to find increasingly 
destructive ways to communicate their 
rage. Despite the horrific incidents that 
the main characters perpetrate upon 
one another and themselves, it is their 
undeniable honesty, revealed through 
their own helplessness, which is most 
memorable in the end. The film is a 
disturbingly close look at the impact 
that an unrepentant focus on profit has 
on the psyche and outlook of sensitive 
and troubled youth. 
Empties, (Czech Republic, 2007) 
Fiesty Prague school teacher Josef 
decides-after a moment of frustration 
in which he wrings out a wet sponge 
over the head of a smart-aleck student-
that he is ready to leave the teaching 
profession. However, retirement ends 
up being much too sedate for him and 
he soon takes a job as a bike courier. 
This misadventure results in a short 
and unfortunate, albeit humourous 
experience. His next post-retirement 
job finds him in the bottle return 
section of a supermarket wherein he 
is able to admire the form of lovely 
female shoppers. In addition to his 
duties he is able to play mischievous 
matchmaker with his fellow workmates 
and comrades. This new job not only 
keeps him busy but also out of the 
house-and more importantly away 
from his wife. The film is charming and 
honest and it explores the difficulties an 
aging rebel faces in continuing to buck 
society's expectations. It also reveals 
the frustrations of the pious and the 
lonely when attempting to live in an 
unsympathetic world. In the end, it is 
Josef's concern for his newly divorced 
daughter which spurs him to plot a new 
adventure which ultimately provides the 
uplift that he and his wife desperately 
need to cement their long life together. 
SVERAK 
MPTIES 
(VRATNE LAHVE) 
filmswelike 
Forever, (Holland, 2006) 
Pere-Lachaise, the famed cemetery 
in Paris, is the central location in this 
touching and sensitive portrait of the 
effect that art and artists have on our 
society. While foreigners and tourists 
make their way through the maze 
of silent and powerful gravestones, 
widows and local family members 
make their daily or weekly rounds 
to pay respects to loved ones, water 
the flowers, and dust off familiar 
gravesites. Dutch filmmaker Heddy 
Honigmann is remarkable in her ability 
to unobtrusively step into the intimate 
universe of strangers during their most 
vulnerable moments. Her sensitivity 
towards the everyday people who 
make the cemetery come alive with the 
sincerity of their presence is touching 
and heartfelt. Even a cemetery guide, 
who has spent a great part of his life 
trying to comprehend the silence and 
meaning of death is not immune to 
the revelations of far-off visitors. As 
one illustrator explains so simply in 
the film, life may be short, but art is 
eternal. Sensitively drawn and without 
pretense, this is a truly inspiring and 
uplifting film for artists and lovers of art 
everywhere, and, without a doubt, every 
single one of us fits the description. 
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Canucks Lawsuit 
Reaches Climax 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
The fate of the Vancouver Canucks rests on the 
shoulders of BC Supreme Court judge Catherine 
Wedge. She has the unenviable task of deciding who is 
right and who is wrong as the Canucks ownership battle 
approaches its conclusion. 
Current owner Francesco Aquilini is being sued by 
local Vancouver businessmen Tom Gaglardi and Ryan 
Beedie. This has been an ongoing dispute since Aquilini 
purchased 50 percent of both the Canucks franchise 
and GM Place from previous owner John McCaw in 
2004. Aquilini later acquired the other half of the team. 
Gaglardi and Beedie initiated the lawsuit on November 
8, 2006. 
Throughout the suit-in which Gaglardi and Beedie 
are demanding nothing less than full ownership of the 
team-the two plaintiffs have alleged that their former 
business partner, Aquilini, acted in bad faith in buying 
the team out from under them. The three were partners 
from November 2003 until March 2004, during which 
time they were the frontrunners in a bid to buy the team 
and the arena from Seattle billionaire McCaw. 
According to Gaglardi and Beedie, Aquilini dropped 
out of their bid to buy the team. The pair continued to 
pursue the team, meeting countless times with then 
Orca Bay CEO Stan McCammon. The two parties were 
close to a deal in November 2004 when they discovered 
that McCaw had recently sold the team to Aquilini. 
Gaglardi and Beedie, enraged by what they deemed 
"underhanded tactics," sued Aquilini in response. 
Aquilini has defended himself, saying in court that 
he had no responsibility to Gaglardi or Beedie, and that 
their entire lawsuit was based on revenge and spite, not 
the Canucks. He also states that he never had a fonnal 
partnership with Gaglardi and Beedie, and that the 
three of them only had several infonnal meetings and 
shared only a common aspiration to own the Vancouver 
Canucks. He also bas informed the court that he did not 
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form a partnership with Gaglardi and Beedie because of 
his stained relationship with Gaglardi, an old friend. 
He recalls Gaglardi saying, "This is my deal. I 
invited you in, I can disinvite you." 
Aquilini remembers attempting to resolve their 
differences four months later, but says that he was 
denied. Because of this, he says, he did not owe 
Gaglardi or Beedie any sort of loyalty. 
However, Gaglardi and Beedie contend that they did 
indeed have a partnership, and that Aquilini dropped out 
of his own accord. They claim that he dropped out of 
the partnership to buy the team, which eliminated him 
from the running. 
McCaw opted to sell the team to Aquilini after 
several weeks of haggling with Gaglardi and Beedie. 
The reclusive McCaw says that he tendered his final 
offer to Gaglardi and Beedie on October 30 of 2004, 
and that when he learned that Gaglardi and Beedie had 
not accepted his last offer, he opened discussions for 
the sale to Aquilini. Aquilini maintains that he did not 
have any knowledge of ongoing negotiations between 
Gaglardi, Beedie, and McCaw. On the contrary, he 
claims that he believed the deal between them was 
dead. 
Gaglardi, who claims that owing the Canucks has 
been his "life-long dream," is alleging that McCaw 
played the bids from both competing parties off one 
another, and that Aquilini had acted in bad faith by 
not informing his former partners (if they really were 
former partners) of his intention to buy the team. 
One way or another, the mud-slinging from both 
parties has lived through the case. It has become a 
classic case of he-said-he-said, with both sides crying 
foul of the other. Whichever way this case ends, it 
has become a landmark case in the Vancouver legal 
community, and it's now up to Catherine Wedge to 
decide who wins the battle of the billionaires. 
Coach van 
Niekerk a 
Real Winner 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
I t is pretty tough to match the career of Gert van 
Niekerk. The current Douglas College golf coach has 
enjoyed marvellous success in his time at Douglas, 
where he has coached in some capacity since 1970, 
this being his 38'h year with the college. He is presently 
the department chair of the Sport Science Department 
at Douglas, and teaches at both Douglas College 
campuses. 
Gert came to Canada from South Africa in 
1969. In Zambia, he was the national amateur light-
heavyweight boxing champion. In fact , he represented 
South Africa in the World All-Student Games in 1963. 
He discontinued his boxing career when he arrived in 
Canada in order to focus more heavily on rugby. 
Gert was the coach of the Douglas College 
rugby team in the 1970's. The program only existed for 
four years in the British Columbia Colleges Athletics 
Association (BCCAA), but in that short span Douglas 
dominated, capturing the league championship three 
out of the four years. Unfortunately, the rugby league 
folded throughout the BCCAA due to budget cut 
backs. However, many dedicated coaches and players 
helped build a club league. Gert was the coach of 
the Douglas club team, where he fielded another 
dominating line-up. They were so good that in an 
exhibition game during the year the club teams were 
first getting established, the coach of an opposing team 
took one look at Gert's side and simply walked off 
the field, forfeiting the game. The team's chief rival 
was Pocamo, and the two sides recently fused to from 
United Rugby Club. 
"What really amazed me is that when Gert 
started the Douglas Rugby club, he seemed so mature, 
yet he was only four or five years older than most 
of the players. In my mind, Gert built the athletic 
department of Douglas College," said former player 
Mick McLennan. 
Coach van Niekerk took the helm of the 
golf program in 1983, where he put together such 
a powerful squad that the BCCAA golf division 
disbanded. Douglas was just too good for the 
competition. From 1983-1995, van Niekerk guided 
the golf team to six provincial gold medals, five silver 
medals, and one bronze. Since 1983, Gert has been 
named golf coach of the year twice in the BCCAA. 
That is success with a capital S. 
Continued on Page 19 
As the new NHL season begins, 
lets take a look back at the top ten 
Vancouver Canucks of all time. In 
the first of this two part series, we' II 
coundown Canucks numbers 10 to six. 
#lO.Andre 
Boudrias, 
Centre 
The slick 
centre man 
was known 
throughout 
theNHL 
as the 
"superpest," 
but to the 
Canucks, 
r;_;_.J...._L._ ____ _.JII he was 
much more than that. Boudrias 
was the first offensive star for the 
Vancouver Canucks, giving the team 
five consecutive seasons of 60 points 
or better, many of these points corning 
as he expertly dished off passes to 
teammates. 
Boudrias played six campaigns with 
Vancouver, and stood just 5'8. He led 
the team in scoring during its first ever 
season with 25 goals and 41 assists. His 
career highlight came during the 1974-
75 season, when he collected 62 assists 
and 78 points to set a franchise record 
for single season assists, a record was 
just recently broken by Henrik Sedin. 
That season, Boudrias and the Canucks 
won the Smythe Division banner. 
Boudrias also played for the 
Montreal Canadians, Minnesota 
North Stars, Chicago Blackhawks, 
and St. Louis Blues before corning to 
Vancouver for the Canuck's first ever 
season. Boudrias accumulated 388 
points for Vancouver before finishing 
his career with the Quebec Nordiques of 
theWHA. 
#9. Harold 
Snepsts, 
Defense 
One of 
the most 
popular 
players in 
Vancouver 
history, 
Harold 
Snepsts was 
selected by 
Vancouver 
in the 4'h round, 59'h overall, in the 
1974 amateur draft. Playing 12 years in 
Vancouver, Snepsts skated in 781 games 
for the team, and while many players 
had more talent, few had more passion 
Canucks Countdown-
Part One 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
and fire for the game. 
Snepsts never had more than 
31 points in a single season, but his 
contributions to the team went far 
beyond points. Snepsts was a big, strong 
defenseman, standing 6'3, and racking 
up 1446 penalty minutes in a Canuck 
uniform. 
Snepsts played ten seasons in 
Vancouver before being traded and 
reacquired a few years later. During 
his first decade of service, Snepsts was 
named the team's best defenseman four 
times, played in the 1977 and 1982 all-
star games, and was a true rough and 
tumble blueliner. He was one of the 
leaders on the 1982 team that went to 
the Stanley Cup finals for the first time 
in team history, losing to the New York 
Islanders. 
Snepsts was one of the most durable 
players in team history, playing 17 
seasons with Vancouver, the Minnesota 
North Stars, Detroit Red Wings, and the 
St. Louis Blues before retiring after a 
wrist injury in 1991. 
#8.Tony 
Tanti,Left 
Wing 
TonyTanti 
was a 
marvellously 
gifted 
hockey 
player with 
terrific 
hands. He 
was drafted 
in the first 
round, 12th 
overall, by the Chicago Blackhawks. 
He was one of the best pure offensive 
players in junior hockey history, 
breaking Wayne Gretzky's record for 
goals in an OHL season with 81. In 
just 154 major junior games, Tanti 
scored 177 goals and 338 points as an 
Oshawa General. He was picked up by 
the Canucks for veteran Curt Fraser on 
January 6, 1983. 
Tanti set a then team record for 
goals in his second season in the NHL, 
scoring 45 times and recording 41 
assists. During his first five seasons with 
Vancouver, he had goal totals of 45, 
39, 39, 41 , and 40, ensuring his status 
as one of Vancouver 's top offensive 
players in team history. He is second 
all-time in team power play markers 
with 102. Tanti skated with the Canucks 
for seven and half years before being 
traded to the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
January 8, 1990, where he would just 
miss out on the Penguin's Stanley Cup 
triumph in 1990-91 , being traded to 
Buffalo midway through the year. 
After his stay with the Sabres, Tanti 
packed up and played in the German 
Elite League for six years. Injuries 
had hampered him in Pittsburgh and 
Buffalo, and he could play in Germany 
for $300 000 tax free and while playing 
far fewer games before retiring after the 
1997-98 season with NHL totals of 697 
games, 287 goals, 273 assists, and 560 
points. 
#7.Richard 
Brodeur, 
Goaltender 
In the case 
of 'King' 
Richard 
Brodeur, 
stats most 
certainly 
don't tell 
the story. 
In his 377 
starts over 
eight years with the team, he only had 
one winning season, and he lost far 
more games than he won. But that was 
not due to his goaltending ability, it 
was because of the poor shape of the 
Canucks in those days. 
The Canucks grabbed Brodeur (no 
relation to Martin Brodeur of the New 
Jersey Devils) from the New York 
Islanders, who had taken him in the 
7'h round of the 1972 amateur draft. 
Despite playing for bad teams his entire 
career, one playoff spring cemented 
his name in the annals of Vancouver 
Canuck history. 
'King Richard' guided his Canuck 
team-mates, a fairly average bunch, 
through three consecutive playoff 
rounds to the Stanley Cup finals 
at just 5'7, defeating Calgary, Los 
Angeles, and Chicago in the process. 
More than any other player, Brodeur 
was responsible for this magical run 
through the post-season. That spring 
is what Brodeur will forever be 
remembered for. His sparkling 1.55 
goals-against-average in a three game 
sweep of the Flames, his dazzling 46-
save performance against the Chicago 
Blackhawks in a 2-1 double overtime 
Vancouver win. Vancouver lost to the 
dynastic New York Islanders in the 
final , but all the same, Brodeur was 
fabulous . 
Richard Brodeur became the first 
goalie in Canuck's history to record 100 
wins, and in 1987-88, he was delt to 
the Hartford Whalers, where he played 
shortly before concluding his career 
with Binghamton in the American 
Hockey League. 
#6. Kirk 
McLean, 
Goaltender 
Just like 
King 
Richard, 
Kirk McLean 
is most 
famous 
for his 
spectacular 
effort in 
the 1994 
playoffs, where he, along with Trevor 
Linden and Pavel Bure, led Vancouver 
to game seven of the Stanley Cup finals. 
What separates him from Brodeur 
though, is that McLean was stellar 
throughout his entire career with the 
Canucks. McLean was nabbed from 
the New Jersey Devils in a deal in 
1987. It turned out to be a major one. 
Going to New Jersey was long time 
Canucks star Patrick Sundstrom, and 
corning to Vancouver was McLean and 
Greg Adams, who would also help the 
Canucks to the '94 finals. 
It would prove to be a terrific deal 
for then GM Pat Quinn. McLean still 
holds the team records for games 
played, wins, and shutouts. McLean's 
best regular season was the 1991-92 
campaign, where he played 65 games 
and posted a career best 38 victories. He 
recorded five shutouts, and managed a 
respectable 2.74 GAA during a time of 
high offense in the NHL. He was named 
to the .NHL's second all-star team, and 
participated in the annual NHL all-star 
game. 
While McLean's best regular season 
may have been 90-91, it was in the 
spring of 94 that he proved to be the 
best netrninder Vancouver has ever 
had. The stand-up goalie had a sub-par 
regular season, going only 23-26-3, 
but the playoffs were another story 
entirely. McLean was fantastic, playing 
24 playoff games while posting 15 
wins and a 2.29 GAA. He was also 
made famous for his legendary save in 
game seven of round 1 against Calgary, 
making an unbelievable sliding toe save 
off of Robert Reichel in overtime. 
Shortly after that magical 
postseason, the tyrannical Mike Keenan 
was hired by the Canucks, and he 
packaged McLean off to Carolina 
for Sean Burke on January 3, 1998. 
McLean played bit roles for the 
Hurricanes before moving on to Florida 
and then New York. After he retired, he 
moved back to Vancouver and remains 
involved in the Canucks alumni . 
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Elevator Rider Won't 
Shut the Fuck Up 
By "Salty" Liam Britten 
NEW WESTMINSTER, BC- An 
elevator ride between the second level 
parking lot and the fourth floor of 
Douglas College's New Westminster 
campus was ruined today by the 
incessant chattering of an extremely 
rude student, 20-year old Kara Stevens. 
Stevens, while gabbing on a cell 
phone, got on the elevator in question at 
the first floor, and apparently had to let 
everyone in on her life story, orating to 
the listener on the other end, "Can I call 
you back? I'm getting on an elevator. 
Okay, bye." Her fellow passengers 
were understandably irritated. 
Tom MacKay, an 18-year old 
freshman, was inside the elevator 
when Stevens barged her way in. "Oh 
yeah, she got on. I don't think she 
said anything, to be honest," MacKay 
generously said of the loudmouthed 
harpy. "Oh, she asked the handicapped 
guy if he needed the door held open at 
the second floor. That was nice of her." 
bore him to death with her ramblings. 
"Excuse me, but did you drop 
this EpiPen Case?" she burbled 
inconsiderately, after picking up the 
hypodermic, which was totally none of 
her business."Oh, not a problem, have a 
The harrowing ride with the braying 
woman ended when the elevator 
reached the fourth floor. The occupants 
were shaken, but alive. And after all 
that, Stevens had the audacity to further 
ruin the ride of an innocent diabetic, 
Jonathan Park, when she proceeded to 
Kara Stevens, who refused to stop her incessant nattering 
Paper Cuts are the Worst: 
Independent Study 
By "Salty" Liam Britten 
COQUITLAM, BC- A new report 
released today by an independent panel 
of researchers concluded that despite 
contrary medical studies published in 
established journals such as The 
Lancet and the Canadian Medical 
Maxwell and Weinstein, the architects of the study 
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Association Journal, paper cuts are in 
fact, "the worst." 
The report was researched and 
published by Susan Weinstein, 34, and 
Irene Maxwell, 27, two secretaries 
employed by the law firm Goldman, 
Kurtz, Smith and Co. in Coquitlam, 
British Columbia. 
"owwwwieee, I totaly [sic] just 
gave myself a paper cut!!" the report's 
abstract began. The report was 
published on the "Wall" of Weinstein's 
Face book account by Maxwell, after 
she concluded a period of empirical 
research: 
"Oh no! :( Poor Iree! Paper cuts are 
the worst!" inferred Weinstein in the 
report's body. "Did you get a band-
aid???" 
The maverick study has not been 
without its critics. Martin B. Stanford, 
MD, PhD, researcher for the Canadian 
Medical Association Journal has 
attacked the methodology used by the 
good day." 
What a bitch. 
researchers in the study. 
"The lack of a control group, absence 
of replication, and the short time frame 
in which the study was conducted does 
not suggest that the Maxwell-Weinstein 
study was conducted in the holistic 
fashion that we at the CMA Journal 
generally require for publication. And I 
am yet to see any peer reviews of their 
claims about the disinfectant properties 
of Bacardi White Rum." 
Added Stanbrook: "Besides, haven't 
you ever gotten rugburn? That shit 
hurts." 
The Maxwell-Weinstein report 
concluded with an objective discussion 
over who was the hottest guy on Days. 
Continued from Page 12 
Animal Abuse 
of moral principles. However, there 
are a flourishing number of individuals 
and organizations that are promoting 
animal welfare. In Vancouver, we 
have the Vancouver Humane Society 
and worldwide there is the eminent 
People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA)-to name a couple. 
Unfortunately, there still exists an 
excess bulk of people that hold too 
much authority without heart, and far 
too many of us remain indifferent. 
To stop this trend of animal abuse 
we must halt our brute ways if we 
are directly harming animals. H we 
are implicitly harming animals or 
supporting individuals that abuse them, 
then we must sacrifice our habits to 
establish a just environment. That 
means boycotting aquariums, circuses, 
rodeos, zoos, select farms, ceasing , 
purchase of animal-fur .products, and 
surrendering cars keys in exchange for 
an unprecedented breath of fresh air. It . 
also means coupling with animal rights 
groups, promoting animal. welfare and 
being on the lookout for any conduct 
that defies common moral principles 
that we are all aware-of. Additionally, 
children, the prospective iron fists 
of tomorrow's battle with animal 
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cruelty, must truly comprehend the 
matter. They see dolphins "smiling," 
spryly leaping in the air, splashing the 
audience with a flood of water; "what 
a festive event," they think. They sit as 
spectators of elephants who stand on 
hind legs and tigers hurdling through 
rings of fire, before the vast audience. 
"It's justified," they think; "everybody 
is content and there's no protest." The 
animals are not merry and content, 
however, and children, essential to the 
future survival and welfare of animals, 
must come to know this as soon as 
possible. It's essential to teach chj.tdren 
to make a positive contribution to the 
world instead of being under the wrong 
impression. 
Soq1e statistics that PETA has 
revealed substantiate the void of 
progress in battling and diminishing 
animal cruelty and animal neglect 
and prove the denial, apathy, and 
self-centeredness that yet exist in the 
modern world. For example, in horse 
and bull events (rodeos), straps or 
ropes are tightly tied around a hull's or 
horse's abdomen, which in turn musters 
a plunging reaction, characteristic of 
difficulty breathing-some former 
animal control officers have even 
Coach van Neikerk 
One look around Gert's office 
is enough to tell the tale of his highly 
successful career. The walls of his office 
are adorned with the medals of his , 
superior golf team. 
Because of BCCAA's decision 
to break up the golf division-which 
just reformed last year-Gert took 
his team to Northwest Athletic 
Association of Community Colleges 
(NWAACC), which competes out of 
Washington, Idaho, and Oregon, where 
the competition is much better than the 
BCCAA ever was. The Douglas College 
wrestling and baseball teams also 
compete out of NWAACC. 
Gert twice led Douglas to the 
conference championship, and placed 
third in the All-States. However, what 
really drew Gert and the rest of Douglas 
to NWAACC was their unfailing 
commitment to fairness and equality. 
"We found that a really attractive , 
feature from NWAACC was that they 
allowed women's teams and established 
strong women's programs," says van 
Niekerk. "In fact, Lindsay Manion, in 
golf, has a very good chance to win 
the All-State this year. A very good 
chance," he adds enthusiastically. 
Perhaps Gert's greatest attribute 
as a coach is his wonderful way with 
people. You'd have to search the world 
over to find a person with a negative 
· thing to say about him. Former players 
and students have described him as the 
type of person you'd want to have as 
your father. 
"Gert is a fabulous guy," says 
ex-rugby player Russ Laurie. "He was 
a great manager of people, and he truly 
got the absolute best out of people. He 
was the type of guy that players wanted 
to play for, because he's been there 
before. When he talked, people listened 
to him. I can honestly say that the 
Douglas Rugby Club would never have 
happened without him." 
So what is the most rewarding 
thing for Coach van Niekerk? What is 
his career highlight? One of his many 
championships perhaps? No, for Gert 
van Niekerk, its all about tlie team. 
"My favourite thing about 
coaching is seeing the players develop 
and improve throughout the years. 
I really enjoy meeting players after 
they've gone from Douglas. I love 
when guys say to me 'hey Gert, 
those were great years, you know, 
you really made it fun for us.' To me, 
winning championships is just a bonus. 
Developing a real sense of camaraderie 
and forging lasting relationships, that's 
the most important thing." 
And that might just be the 
most impressive thing about Gert van 
Niekerk of all. 
found irritants under flank straps. In the 
annual Calgary Stampede there have 
been at least two consecutive years of 
animal casualties; one year, six animals 
died, including a horse who suffered 
an aneurysm. In the ensuing six years 
another six animals died: five horses 
and a calf. In other select countries, 
feathers are live-plucked from geese for 
down. Up to five ounces of feathers are 
pulled from every bird every six weeks, 
from the time that they are ten weeks 
old until they are up to four years old. 
Moreover, it is known that animals are 
physically abused in zoos. An elephant 
named Rose-Tu in the Oregon Zoo, 
once suffered 176 gashes and cuts due 
to a zoo handler utilizing a sharp metal 
rod. Additionally, a British study of deer 
hunting found that 11 percent of deer 
· who had been killed by hunters died 
only after being shot two or more times, 
and that some wounded deer suffered 
for more than 15 minutes before dying. 
Finally, regarding global warming, 
summer sea ice will plummet an 
alarming 50-100 percent over the next 
50-100 years, which in turn will reduce 
the polar bear population by 30 percent 
over the next 45 years. 
It seems that our human morality 
is 
STUDENT 
NIGHT! 
is diminishing and, if anything, shows 
few signs of historic improvement. 
Was it not in the time of gladiators, 
when cheers and applause would 
accompany a coliseum where men 
butchered animals? Men and women 
would gather to witness the beloved 
gore, blood galore on the vast grounds, 
helpless yelps resonating about the 
gratified crowds. Yet today, while some 
may scorn that tradition, they partake in 
another, where they willingly witness 
a barbarous pursuit of a young and 
bewildered calf frantically sprinting for 
his life and the vicious roping of the 
anxious animal. This is our tradition 
today, drawing immense spectators. 
While the masses gather to watch 
explicit animal brutality, animal rights 
demonstrators are being tackled off the 
stage in showcases of models in animal 
fur. What have we come to? 
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